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SUBJECT: 


^^THE “'CHIEF OF;:STAFF TO - THE PRESIDENT 
‘"‘v^THE'bEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE tPRESTDEN 
_1 THE. -CHAIRMAN, . THE JOINT. CHIEFS OF| S^AFF 

Draft. NSDD 19. on Protection of Classified 
National- Secur ity Information 



The -continuing' unauthorized disclosure of sejasit 
security information is: of 'great concerh to/the President 
At Tab' A is a draft National Security Decision Di 
would'- implement- a - strict new policy- designed.. to r 
eliminate, this leakage. — ^ ; 


tion 


At tTabv B is a proposed Presidential ^Statement . whi c 
used r^with the ;• announcemen ts of .‘a,hew : p olicyw^g ^^ 

Request: your 7 common ts ■ on 7 these jdr a f t s ; by closed of 


Monday y^ Jan uary^! ly^l ? ' 


■ CONFIDENTIAL “ “ . * ^7'^ ‘‘ 

Revi ew on Ja nuary 8, 1988 yyr'- ' -vy/' . ■- : 
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THE WHITE HOUSE -- 

WASHINGTON - - ; v ! ' V 


NATIONAL SECURITY PECTSKMT / -k:k \:kkkkk 

DIRECTIVE NUUBER -.jr-:/ vj;: -k -■-£■■■ -ky. 




Protection of Classified National Security Information -Vf/v 




Unauthorized <aisclosuresTo£ national security^ and" policyr : ^^ 
deliberative information are a problem of epidemic propo^ion 
within' the; US Government*- k The Constitution of.- the Uni te£ .■ 
States, provides for protection of individual rights and - 
liberties, including freedom of speech, but it also requires 
that Government functions be discharged efficiently and • - - 

effectively, especially where the national security is 
involved* As President of the United States, I am 
responsible for honoring both of these Constitutional ykV kk k. 
requirements, and X ’intend .to do so in a balanced and; ’ 

careful manner; That balance, unfortunately, has not 
been struck jin recent years, 1 and the resulting imbalance y. 
caused - by unauthorized disclosures has . hampered the proper . % - 
functioning of Government*.,. . k y,k y.-k k-. 

To " tliiu! end , : I direct tha t t hb; pol i c ies“ be low" be e s tab! ipfred ’ 
and implemented*: I' realize that these measures, limited 1 
though .they are / will ca use controvers y *> I urge , \ howevOj jr : 

that all concerned r- government; 1 employees the' media 
and -the American p eop 1 e~a t -1 a rg e - ~y~r ecogn iz e -tha t these ’y-yy 
measures iare clearly necessary -and^hatithelcnd 7 rej5ult^j|^gf 
will be a more : ef fective : government. y kfy * ^ f kk. V : '?Jh 

Contacts with' the/ Media ' .'k; - ' ■ kv.-yk'kk Vk " ' 




illS&onta^si/wi^:>ny^e 1 emeht^bf r the "mediakihJ which National 
Security - ma t ter s fare /discussed : wi 1 Ik: r egu ire the ; advance^fh 
approvalfpf : a : . senior (-official -at > the - level., o f an; As sis taj j* t 
Secretary or * h ig herkr Amemor and urn of 'conversation wiiiyjpe^ 
prepared as^soon as: possible after the contact, record i nj p yy v 
the sub j ec ts;d iscussed /a nd;al 1 in forma t Ion : p rov ided to ; J f| pe ; §| 
media kreprescntatives^k^^kk^^r ikiki k kk k f^ -Skk^k^kr^^’k^k^^^^ 


The unauthorized^ disclosurc^of.JSatibnal^^curitylCouncil kV; 

information;^ documents!rand^deliberationskreguires^furthe|rkS 

controls * to - 1 imi t acce s s a n d~ a n a c cur a teacco un t ing oft ; v ic k 
those, who ; have had access k r 1 therefore direct my Assi st^n t 
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for National Security Affairs to develop and implement.. 7^; 
procedures that will keep the number of officials with ■' 
access to documents relating to. NSC matters to the minimum 
essential to the orderly conduct of the government's : : U* 
bus ines s that-wi 1 1 require personal accoun tabi 1 ity fpr'^-X 
all such officials by signature; and that will minimize 
and strictly control the reproduction of documents. 


■S'.t - - ■ .-.w 

. ... . 




» 


ijt; 


• Investigations 4 ^'; v :, .. - 

The government's lack of success in identifying the sources ^ 
of unauthorized disclosure ofNat ionalSecurity Council 1 ^ rv *' ,,: 

information,, documents -and -deliberations and taking 
appropriate, disciplinary measures must be remedied.-': 
Henceforth, - government .employees who have had access to 
information relating' to NSC matters ^“ asr- identified by 
signature, in the event of the unauthorized disclosure 
of information in those documents or the deliberations 
relating thereto, will be subject, to investigation, .to 
include if necessary a polygraph: interview.- .- * .> : 


.V. ; 

v — 


' :.- r <r. „ 


Applicability and Implementation ^ : ; ;{ . • vy . - 

The provision of this directive shall apply to all employees 
of , and elements within , agencies participating in ..the NSC, to 
include the Executive Office of the President.- v The Assistant 
to .the President for National Security Affairs ■ shall be 
^responsible 'for-* implementation of--- these- policies These 
policies shall be effective immediately. • : - \ “f: 

The members of the NSC shall adopt departmental measures : _- 

to- insure comparable protection- ; for..- national security ; o v . 
:in forma tion 'under - depar tmen tal ■ - purview.^ The . heads of..- 
such -departments and agencies shall report" to the Assistant it', 
to the President for National Security Affairs within thirty 
days , actions taken-.to implement” this directive- ... - 


-v 
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, PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT . 










.....As President, I am acutely aware that the American people V . 


have a right to know, via a free press, what their government ! 

“:.V\ is doing- so that they can "render informed judgment of ,their 


elected off iciais' via, the > ballot' box. 




.ot' box;. : \p~' 

/am $a iso awar e " of^ my. ■ r esponsibility ;-to- ;: lead this : 

•K;i ; tffectivelyi';soJthat : ; the welfare and security of* the American. * ‘^r^CXrJt 


? ^ - ')C.~ 

[**■:■* rV‘ •• ■! 


people can be guaranteed. 


^U nfortunately r’ a pattern has developed: in recent ypars which 


. v 1 


is directly hampering the development and iinpiementatipjL Of an ; 


.... . ' effective foreign policy ; for the United States. This; pattern' 

has manifested itself in a flow of unauthorized, highly sensitive'. ; 
i n format ion to the news. media//_In many such cases , . the public . . 
appearance of such;:information — rules out an option/ or Jeopardizes ri : - ' 


.an ongoing . policy 




':c%^-^^ : v^ ull y^^^95^ 2 ®^the T tehsipn_d.nherent > in/our?systjpm^whereiii ; ^%^?|i;" 


a 'free press is“e neo u r age d 


it believes 


Sk&s$t6 ; be— in^ther^blicr ihtefes€ : rrrr^he^6vefi^eht';f6r' : ‘its ; ^piirt:: 

‘ vt? ' \“rp' { ; % V -s,^*£]f v 

^AViiv the : responsibi 1 i ty - to Drotect .7 cer tai n / ca teaor ies of. infumafion ' 


the revelation 


u^try 


The /measures /to be /zmplemeh ted by . th^i - not : bevg^t^fe ! 

construed as Wrt t ■» ir*4 nf fhp 'nrpcc iia *» k«a.V' * t 


been ^doing its job^protecting -national - security xnformjjtioiu ' 
The limited measures /discussed below are designed to restore 
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a balance that has been lost. They are not designed to protect 
: . .seek to hide behind a classification . stamy7. <4 ^. 

.'••:■-.•* ■;■'„? realize that the: measures in this Directive limited V?V ; $ 
though they are, will, cause controversy, I urge that. 
concerned/ media personnel, government employees, and thaZ>S^£ 
s’iiv .^^©ripanjpeople^at^a^gev ^ recognize that -.these; measures rare'" ^wv 
: V ^ ; c leaic^y ; necessary and that ^the^ end ^result -will be': a'’Mr|:S|^ 

cio|ely^'V^. 

by a free and vigorous-press..--^ -.•. ■• ’> .; ‘ 



^ : ;.t • •■si 

'«?> /-*%•/ 
^ps*/ 
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